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MY HONOURED FRIEND 


dias. 4 12 Y; 


MaDaM, 


HE late affecting providence 
with which you have been 
viſited, 'in the death of your dear 
children, for ſome time lay with 
great weight on my mind ; and I 
concluded, the ſtroke would prove 
too heavy for you to bear : but that 


A 2 God 


iv DEDICATION, 


God who gave the blow, hath given 
you ſtrength to bare it; and I re- 


joice to ſee how good the Lord is 
towards you, amidſt thoſe compli- 
cated troubles, which I am ſenſible 
you labour under : 'tis his hand : 
may you be filent, —T can heartily 
ſympathize with you, and, as far as 
a weak inſtrument can, will help to 
comfort you : as an evidence thereof, 
I preſent you with the plain diſcourſe 
I delivered on account of the death 
of your eldeſt daughter, in hopes that 
you and others may reap ſpiritual be- 
nefit from thoſe ſolid truths, I have 
attempted to advance. If God 
ſhould ſmile on, and bleſs my poor 
feeble endeavours, I ſhall think my- 
ſelf highly honoured of him. 


As 


DEDICATION, 'y 
As to what reception it may meet 
with, from the carnal world, and 
nominal profeſſors of religion, I do 
not pretend to determine, nor does 
it give me the leaſt concern : but as 
there is no food in it for any others 
than heaven-born ſouls, I may ex- 
pect nothing more from perſons of 
the carnal and formal ſtamp than to 
be deemed a rank, furious Methodiſt: 
but be that as it may; I ſend it into 
the world under the protection of 
Heaven; and I am not afraid of men 
who are bold in the cauſe of the 
devil; therefore I wholly commit it 
to the Lord, and if he bleſſes, none 
can curſe : — to him alſo I commend 
you and your aged mother; may you 
be ſupported under all your trials, 

brought 


= 
1 
1 
1 
N 


vi DEDICATION. 
brought ſafely through them, and 
at laſt be admitted into the world of 


glory, where you will for ever be out 


of the reach of ſorrow, and meet 
your children, with all the glorified 


throng, never to part. So prays 


Your affectionate paſtor 


in Chriſt Jeſus, 


Southwark, 
Aug. 13, 1768. 
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J OB V. 26. 


Thou fhalt come to thy grave in a 
full age, like as a ſhock of corn 


cometh in, in his ſeaſon. 


]: is a very juſt obſervation of the wiſe 
man, that in the midſt of life we are in 
death ; and the truth of it is almoſt every 
day exemplified in our obſervation of God's 
diſpenſations in providence : for our life is a 
ſhadow that fleeth away, or like the morning 
graſs under the mower's hand it is ſoon cut 
down, dried up, and withered : and even 
perſons in the meridian, prime, and bloom of 
their days, are not exempt from the ſtroke of 
death, which may come upon us in a moment 
unexpectedly. Such, my friends, was the 
. caſe of our dear young friend, who hath been 
taken from us out of time into an awful eter- 
nity, and whoſe death hath led me to the 
conſideration of the words of our text. She 
was cut off in the bloom of life ; ſhe did not 
live a life of threeſcore years and ten before 
the ſentence came and took her from our 

bY world 
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world of time; and thus are the words of re- 
velation exemplified and fulfilled by the 
great God in the courſe of his providential 
dealings with men. —— But not to attend to 
theſe excurſions, I will haſten to take ſome 
view of, and touch upon the occaſion of the 
words of our text ; and you will obſerve in 
the fourth chapter that Eliphaz the Tema- 


Nite, one of Job's friends, engaged to give 
him ſome account why the Lord dealt with 


him in that awful way in which he did, in 
viſiting him with ſuch ſevere diſpenſations of 
providence. In order to which, he repreſents 
the preſent and future ſtate of the wicked, as 
being truly miſerable ; becauſe, as they plow 
iniquity now, they will reap the fruit of it in 
the other world for ever ; verſes 8th and gth. 
He then proceeds to inform Job, that this 1s 
not the caſe of the righteous who fear God: 
though his hand may ſeem heavy upon them 
in afflictions, yet it is not with intent to de- 
ſtroy, but to corect them; therefore he adds, 
in a few verſes before our text, Behold, 
« happy is the man whom God correcteth; 
« therefore deſpiſe not thou the chaſtning of 
« the Almighty : For he maketh ſore and 
© bindeth up; he woundeth, and his hands 
« make whole. He ſhall deliver thee, in fix 
© troubles, and in ſeven there ſhall no hurt 
© come nigh thee: in famine he ſhall deliver 
« thee from death, and in war from the power 


« of the ſword. —Thou ſhalt be hid from the 


« ſcourge 


for Death and Glory, &c. 9 


* ſcourge of tongues :" verſes 17, 18, 19, 20, 
and 21. Thus he goes on to repreſent the 
bleſſings that attend thoſe whom the Lord cor- 
rects, bleſſings in life and at death, and ſums 
them up in the words of our text, and com- 
forts Job by telling him that after God had 
done his work in and by him, and ripen'd him 
for glory, he ſhould certainly be taken to it: 
* Thou ſhalt come to thy grave in a full age, 
like as a ſhock of corn cometh in, in his 
„ ſeaſon.” 

In order that we may attend to the words, 
and the doctrine contained in them, for our 
comfort and improvement ; I think it neceſ- 
ſary to make four brief obſervations in general 
from them ; and you will obſerve that the 
text conſiſts of four important branches or 
obſervations. 

Firſt, In the text we have a place referred 
to and deſcribed, to which Job was haſtening, 
the grave: this place, Sirs, is the houſe ap- 
pointed for all living : the living know that 
they muſt die ; the graves are ready for 
them ; happy are they that are ready for the 
grave. This place to which Eliphaz refers, 
and which he deſcribes, is that which is con- 
tinually crying, Give, give; and will be ſo 
till all the ſons and daughters of men are em- 
bowell'd in it. Now he might mention this 
to Job by way of comfort and conſolation, 
to give him to underſtand that he ſhould in 
a little time go from the place and the per- 


B ſons 
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ſons that now knew him, and they ſhould 
know him no more; that the grave would 
put a final period to all his ſorrows, to all his 
diſtrefſes, temptations, and trials he was ex- 
poſed to ; that he ſhould lie entomb'd in the 
bowels of the earth till the trump of God 
founds, and he be raiſed. 

Secondly, The manner deſcribed: Thou 
ſhalt go; thou ſhalt go voluntarily, thou 
ſhalt not be forced: as if Eliphaz had faid : 
If thou art enabled to eye the hand of God in 
all his diſpenſations towards thee, thou wilt 
ſee it is well done, becauſe the Lord hath done 
it. When death comes to do his office upon 
thee, thou ſhalt go to thy grave like avolunteer, 
in joyful expectation of meeting the Lord in 
the air, | 

Thirdly, The time is here pointed out; in 
a full age: © Thou ſhalt go to thy grave in a 
te full age.” This full age which Eliphaz re- 
fers to may contain in it ſeveral ideas; it ma 
either refer, 1. To his being in the fulneſs of 
his days; that is, his days allotted him upon 
the earth ſhould be fulfilled. And whenever 
God in his providence calls a fon or daughter 
of Adam to the grave, it may properly be 
called a full age. 2. It may intend that it 
ſhould be when he was in full proſperity ; for 
death has no reſpect of perſons or circum- 
ſtances. When the barns are full, when all 
things are ſet in order, when the ſoul is pro- 
miſing itſelf eaſe, pleaſure, and proſperity in 

4 | the 


for Death and Glory, &c. II 


the preſent ſtate, and in the language of the 
fool in the goſpel ſays, © Soul, cat, drink, and 
** take thy caſe: I will pull down my barns 
* and build greater;“ then the folemn ſen- 
tence may come, Thou fool, this night 
** ſhall thy ſoul be required of thee,” Luke 
X11. 20. Or, 3dly, I apprehend it may refer to 
that ſtate of meetneſs or ripeneſs in which he 
ſhould be found for glory; for to this the 
metaphor ſeems principally to refer; * Thou 


* ſhalt come to thy grave in a full age like a 


* ſhock of corn, &c.” thou ſhalt be ripe, 
whether it be in a time of youth or proſperity ; 
it is the very time thou art ripe for glory, and 
God will bring thee to it. The 

Fourth and laſt obſervation in general I 
would make from the words is, that the na- 
ture and manner of his death is repreſented by 
a fit and ſtriking metaphor, © Like a ſhock 
ce of corn, &c.” not as a ſhock of thorns, but 
« corn;” not as brambles that are gathered 
together for eternal burnings, but as a thock 
of corn, worthy to be preſerved. And you 
will obſerve (what I juſt hinted) that the full 
age ſpoken of in the text muſt reter to the 
time when God ſees that the ſoul is fitted for 
glory in Heaven ; then, and not till then, (hall 
the ſoul be removed. The word in the He- 
brew ſignifies—as a ſhock of corn aſcends, 
which renders it doubly beautiful, When 
the corn is fit for harveſt, the reapers cut and 
gather it in their arms; it is then made into 


ſheaves and ſhocks (as inthe words of the text), 
B 2 and 
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and bound up and ſafely houſed in the barn, 
So it is with the Lord's people; their ſouls 
at death go to God that gave them, their 
bodies into the chambers of the grave, till 
Chriſt, at his ſecond appearing, own and claim 
them as his property ; then ſhall their bodies 
and ſouls aſcend with him to glory. Theſe 
things, I humbly conceive, contain the general 
ſenſe of the text, from which an important 
doctrinal obſervation may with great propriety 
be deduced ; and which, as God may afford 
aſſiſtance, I will enlarge on and improve, in a 
manner ſuitable to the preſent occaſion :; 


Namely, That whatever the ſaints or children 
of God meet with in this life of an afflictive 
nature, is to ripen or make them fit for a fu- 
ture world of happineſs beyond the grave ; and 
their continuance 1n it 1s no longer than till 
that fitneſs ſhall be fully accompliſhed by the 
bleſſed God, For the enlargement of theſe 
points it will be neceſſary to confider the ſix 
following things : 


Firſt, Show who the perſons are whom 
God in this world makes meet for glory in 
Heaven. 


Secondly, The ways and means which the 
Lord uſeth in order to fir them for this ſtate 
of glory. 


Thirdly, Point out to you how this meetneſs 
for Heaven is manifeſted, or how the accom- 
pliſhment of it is diſplayed, 

9 Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, Prove that when the ſaints have 
but the leaſt view of their right and title to 
glory, and ſome ſweet foretaſtes of it, they 
long for and meet death as a kind friend, with 
the greateſt compoſure and delight. 


Fifthly, Exemplify theſe truths from the 
caſe of our dear departed young friend, whoſe 
death occaſioned the diſcuſſion of this ſubject. 


Sixthly and laß, Conclude with ſome in- 
ferences, as an improvement of the ſubject, 
and the awful providence that led us to con- 
ſider it. | 


In the fr/t place I am to conſider, who the 
perſons are that God in this world fits for a 
better, or makes meet for a better, namely, 
that of glory in Heaven, I have obſerved in 
the doctrinal note, that they are the ſaints or 
people of God, whom he makes meet for eter- 


nal glory with him in Heaven. I ſuppoſe 


you that read your Bible (wherein the word is 
ſo often mentioned) know what the meaning 
of the term Saint is; and whatever ſcoffers at 
religion may think of it, it is an honourable 
name indeed ! and is that in which you and I 
ought to glory, and never be aſhamed of it. 
Under the general meaning of the word, it is 
deſcriptive of perſons that are oppoſed to the 
wicked of the earth; ſo it is ſpoken of, 1 Sam. 
ii. 9. He will keep the feet of his ſaints, but 
** the wicked (that is, perſons oppoſed to this 
* character of ſaints) they ſhall be ſilent in 


* dark- 
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ce darkneſs;” and if you look into and com- 
pare 1 Cor. i. 2. with Phil. i. 2. there you 
will ſee it ſignifies perſons ſanctified by the 
grace of God, and called by the power thereof 
out of darkneſs into light, made ſavingly ac- 
quainted with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Time 
will not permit me to give you that full defi- 
nition of the word that it may deſerve; I ſhall 
only ſay that it ſagnifies and 1mports perſons 
that fear the Lord; that are by the grace and 
ſpirit of God led to truſt in him; that have 
ſeen the filth of their own hearts, the abomi- 
nable nature of fin, and the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt that he has wrought out for them. 
Theſe are the perſons that are fitted in life for 
glory at and after death. Perhaps you will 
aſk why theſe perſons that follow the Lord, 
that love, that fear, and ſerve him, are to par- 
take of Heaven and Glory, more than other 
men: I ſhall only aſſign two reaſons to ſolve 
ſuch an inquiry. 1. Becauſe they are choſen 


in Chriſt as heirs of it, Rom. viii. 17. © And | 
« if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and | 


« joint heirs with Chriſt Jeſus: if ſo be that 
« we ſuffer with him, that we may alſo be 
&« glorified together; compared with James | 


ii. 5. Hearken, my beloved brethren; Hath , 


* not God choſen: the poor of this world, 
« rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom, 


* which he promiſed to them that love him?” 


This is one reaſon why the Lord will meeten 
his ſaints for glory, becauſe they are heirs of 


it, and are choſen. in Chriſt to be partakers of 
| | it, 


| 
| 


Heaven for us, 1 Pet. i. 4 


for Death and Glory, &c. 15 


it, and ſhall never be diſinherited of this king- 
dom. Another reaſon is, becauſe it is made 
over to them by great and precious promiſes, 
ſee Luke xxii. 29. And I appoint unto you 
* a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed 
unto me. What kingdom? why a heaven- 
ly kingdom, that fadeth not away, reſerved in 
Of this appoint- 
ment of God the Father you have a large ac- 
count, John xiv. 2, 3. © In my Father's houſe 
* arc many manſions: if it were not ſo 1 
“ would have told you: I go to prepare a 
place for you; and if I go to prepare a place 
« for you, I will come again and receive you 
ce to myſelf, that where 1 am there you may 
« Be allo.” O! what bleſſed promiſes are 
theſe, Sirs: if you and I do but fee our in- 
tereſt in them, they will make our hearts leap 
for joy. Compare theſe with 7%n x. 27, 28. 
My ſheep hear my voice, and I know them, 


e and they follow me, and 1 give unto them 


eternal life; and they ſhall never periſh, 
neither ſhall any man pluck them out of. 


cc 


« my hand, My Father which gave them 
* me is greater than all, and none ſhall be 


* able to pluck them out of my Father's 


© hand.” But I muſt haſten to the ſecond 


general head, —namely, 


Secondly, To point out the ways and means 
the Lord uſeth in order to train up his ſaints 
for enjoying this kingdom; or, in other words, 
what are the ways through which they are led 

and 


| 
| 
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and trained up for this ſtate of glory hereafter, 
Let it not diſmay you when I ſay, that it is a 
very rough way in which the Lord leads his 
people; many thorns and briers, diſtreſſes and 
afflictions, are to be met with in it: for “ it 
« is through much tribulation that you muſt 
„ inherit the kingdom of God,” Acts xiv. 22. 
Some repreſent the way as very ſmooth and 
eaſy; but give me leave to ſay, if you are 
ſaints, you will find it is a rough way, though 
a right way, to the city of habitation, P/alm 
cvii, 7. The Lord by very dark diſtreſſing 
providences leads his people to the enjoyment 
of Heaven and Glory above. I can only ſay 
(becauſe your time is ſhort) by ordinances 
and by providences through the influence of 
the ſpirit of grace the Lord Jeſus Chriſt trains 
up his people for glory: and the former, 
namely, providences, are not a little ſevere. 
And the children of God, in every period of 
time, have found the way they muſt walk to 
get to the promiſed reſt is through a wilderneſs 
world, wherein they meet with the howlings 
and aſſaults from the enemies to which they 
are expoſed, and very dark ſcenes of provi- 
dence. I cannot, nor do pretend, in a ſingle 
diſcourſe, to point out to you the different me- 
thods of divine providence, in which the Lord 
leads his people: let it be ſufficient to ſay, 
e his ways are in the ſea, and his footſteps in 
ce the mighty waters,” P/al.lxxvii. 19. There 
is not a providence, however dark and intricate, 

that 
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for Death and Glory, &c. 17 


that you are now labouring under, but you 
will one day or other ſee reaſon to bleſs God 
for; for though it is a dark, a croſs, a rugged 
way, it is the way the Lord thinks fit to lead 
you to glory, by the providences of his hand, 

and the ordinances of his houſe, In the 
church militant the ſaints are trained up for 
the church triumphant : ordinances and pro- 
vidences, with the operations of the divine 
ſpirit and grace of God, will make you and I 
mete for the glory of the ſaints in light. And 
while we are in the church militant, in the 
ſchool of Chriſt, he is our great head and 
teacher; and though you and I have learnt 
but very little in this ſchool, we are but meer 
blockheads indeed if we have not learnt that 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the great head and king 
of his church, works in his people * all the 
«© good pleaſure of his goodnels, and the work 
« of faith with power ;” 2 The. i. 11, and 
will, when he hath brought them through 
the mire and thick clay, through many dark 
diſpenſations, bring them ſweetly and ſafely 
to himſelf : there, Chriſtian, all darkneſs will 
be done away ; there, Chriſtian, the night will 
ceaſe, and all ſorrows ſhall be at an end, and 


you will ſee the reaſon why God has thus 


dealt with you. Which leads me, 

Thirdly, To point out tq you how this 
meetneſs is manifeſted, or wherein it conſiſts, 
and how the accompliſhment of it is diſplays 
ed. There is a meetening time before this 

C meet- 
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meetneſs can be accompliſhed : the corn (to 
uſe the words of the text) that cometh in, in 


his ſeaſon, does not come in before its ſeaſon 


of ripeneſs ; it endures many a blaſt before 
harveſt-time. So it is with the Chriſtian : 
there is a meetening, a ripening time for you; 
and you may depend upon it, you will not be 
taken from this world till that time is accom- 
pliſhed. But in order to ſhew you wherein this 
meetneſs conſiſts, I would obſerve, 

1/7, This meetneſs for heaven, which is 
by the ſpirit wrought in the ſoul, conſiſts in 
ſpiritual and heavenly-mindedneſs. The a- 
poſtle exhorts; Let your converſation be 
*« jn heaven;” and the more our hearts, af 
fections, and converſations are fixed on, and 
delight in heaven and heavenly things, it is 
evident we are in ſome good meaſure of fit- 
neſs for it. | 

2dly, Great deadneſs to this world is an- 
other part of this meetneſs : this is a conſe- 
quence of the former ; for when our hearts 
are in heaven, our deſires are there, and we 
muſt in conſequence be dead to this world. 
On the other hand, the more you and I are 
ſwallowed up by and taken with the world and 
its enjoyments, the Jeſs we find of ſpiritual- 


mindedneſs : but the more you and I are 


deadened to the world, we ſhall grow like 
our God, like our Chriſt, and long for our 


glory. 


| 
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Zaly, Longing deſires after God, Chriſt and 
glory, is certainly another part of this meet- 
neſs. To this purpoſe the apoſtle, that man 
who was influenced by divine grace, and was 
taught by the divine ſpirit, ſpeaks ; ** I long 
*© to depart, and to be with Chriſt, which is 
« far better;”” and the Chriſtian knows by 
happy experience, that when he can get near 
to Chriſt here below, it is ſo much the better 
for him, and it will be eminently beſt of all 
when he gets neareſt of all to him in glory. 

Ah ! Sirs, you are but like the door upon 
its hinges ; whatever fplendid profeſſions you 
may make in the world, if your hearts are 
not longing after Chriſt, if you are not ena- 
moured with his beauty, if you are not pant- 
ing after the full enjoyment of him in glory, 
if you are not deſirous to be gone where he is 
to behold his glory, you have made but little 
progreſſions in the divine life; for I am ſure of 
it, the more the ſpirit of God leads you to 
ſee the inſufficiency of all creature-comforts 
and enjoyments here below, the more you will 
be led to ſee that nothing is worthy your notice 
but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Heaven-glory and 
Chriſt are ſubſtantials, but nothing below is 
worthy the name of ſubſtance ; every thing 
here is but as a ſhadow that paſſeth away. 

4thly, A heart full of enmity againſt fin is 
certainly another part of this meetneſs for 
heaven : O! my friends, how little of this 
meetneſs is to be ſeen in you and me; how 
C 2 little 
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little of that holy diſpoſition of mind that was 
in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and I am ſure of it, 
if we had but more realizing views of glory, 
and more of the love of Chriſt ſhed in our 
hearts, and greater deſires after him, after 
God and glory, how ſhould we then hate fin: 
This language an apoſtle uttered, and I am 
ſure it is the true caſe of all the ſaints, Rom. vii. 
towards the end: * Oh! wretched man that 
] am, who ſhall deliver me from the body of 
* this death? ” Why did the apoſtle thus bemoan 
his diſmal caſe, if it did not ariſe from a 
defire to get rid of fin? It is this which con- 
ſtitutes the happineſs of the ſaints in glory, 
they have got rid of ſin; and that man is not 
a ſaint that loves ſin, whatever his profeſſions 
are; therefore we need not wonder when we 
ſee perſons who have nothing more than an 
outward profeſſion roll ſin like a ſweet morſel 
under their tongues: it is not ſo with the 
Chriſtian, with a ſoul born from above, with 
a man born for heaven and eternity; he wants 
to have this meetneſs for heaven more ap- 
parent, in his hatred to all ſin; and ſaints 
not only want the condemning power of ſin 
removed, but they want to get rid of the 
reigning power of it. But I muſt obſerve 

again in the 
5th place, That this meetneſs for heaven 
conſiſts, in a ſweet familiarity with death, the 
grave and eternity. Yes, this is the true 
temper and diſpoſition of the man that is 
ripening 
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ripening for heaven: as he hath a deadneſs 
to the world and all things here below, a 
flaming love to Chriſt, and utter enmity 
againſt fin ; ſo alſo he hath a ſweet tamiliarity 
with death, becauſe the more he grows in 
acquaintance with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
more diſtin& views he has of the power of 
death, which is fin, as being taken away. 

This made Job cry out, © All the days of my 
appointed time will I wait till my change 
te come,” Chap. xiv. 14. He aimed to have 
a conſtant familiarity with death, and made 
it his conſtant companion as it were. It is 


otherwiſe with the wicked and ungodly part 


of mankind; they almoſt dread to ſee a grave, 
ſhudder at a coffin : tell them of appearing at 
the tribunal bar, they will tell you, you are 
an enthuſiaſt or methodiſt; but ſpeak of it to 
a ſoul that pants after the enjoyment of hea- 
ven, that longs to be free from all ſin, and 
it will be agreeable to him. Jacob and all the 
patriarchs had this ſweet familiarity with 
death ; and after he had ſeen his dear beloved 
ſon Joſeph, how did he familiarize himſelf 
with death and the grave. It is ſaid of him, 
in the xlviiith of Geneſis, © the time drew 
nigh, that he muſt die: he was not afraid 
of it, he could rather bid defiance to it with 
the apoſtle Paul, O death, where is thy 
« ſting. I allow that many of the ſaints 
who are really meetning for glory below, 
oftentimes live in bondage through fear of 
5 death: 
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death : this does not remove the truth juſt 
aſſerted, that they have a familiarity with 
death ; it is their natures are afraid of death, 
not their ſouls; their fouls triumph in the 
views of it, knowing it will land the ſoul in 
glory. But there is one thing more that I 
muſt obſerve, and that is, that another branch 
of this meetneſs is great humility, ariſing from 
a ſenſe of the grace and favour of God ; and 
alſo from a ſenſe of the little prevalency theſe 
things have in the heart. If any ſoul can be 
ſaid to be ripening for glory, it is the man 
that goes daily and hourly bowed down un- 
der a ſenſe of his own unworthineſs: ſays ſuch 
a ſoul, the mercies of the Lord are great to 
me, the love of Chriſt is great, as diſplayed 
towards me, in giving ſuch a rebel as I am 
an intereſt in his love; but yet I am ungrate- 
ful, unfruitful, unprofitable, a cumberer of 
the ground, not worthy to be called his ſer- 
vant, much leſs his ſon. 
Therefore, a ſenſe of theſe things humbles 
a ſoul in the duſt, and he cries out in the lan- 
guage of Job for theſe things; “ I repent and 
c abhor myſelf in duſt and aſhes :” and if 
there is not a ſpiritual-mindedneſs, if there 
is not that deadneſs to the world, if there is 
not this longing after God and Chriſt, if the 
heart is not ſo full of enmity againſt fin, fo 
full of ſweet converſe with death and the 
grave, as the poor faint could wiſh, and he 1s 
humbled unger a ſenſe of theſe things; it is 
an 
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an evidence that he is ripening for glory, he 
is humbled that his heart is no more con- 
verſant with theſe heavenly ſubjects, and 
with that employment he, in a little time, 
will be engaged in beyond the grave : this 
then is the firſt part of the third propoſition, 
vz. wherein this meetneſs for glory conſiſts. 


I am now to lay before you the accompliſh- 


ment of this meetneſs; and give me leave to 


ſay, it is not diſplayed till death, that grim 


monſter, 1s ſent to diſlodge the ſoul from the 
body, and give it its diſmiſſion from the te- 
nement of clay, into the world of ſpirits. The 
accompliſhment of our meetneſs for heaven 
is never manifeſted till death: ſo runs the 
beautiful metaphor in our text, Thou ſhalt 
come to thy grave in a full age, and that ſhall 
be when thou art ripe for glory; for it ſhall 
be as a ſhock of corn cameth in his ſeaſon, 
(the huſbandman would be a madman to cut 
down the corn before it was fully ripe;) ſo 
the Lord Jehovah never does cut down any 
one of his dear children till this meetneſs is 
accompliſhed : it is true, ſome of God's chil- 
dren are cut down in their younger years, but 
they are meet for glory. God will do his 
work in, and by his people, and then take 
them to himſelf ; and ſurely this is a fulneſs 
of age, or 1s as a ſhock of corn ripe in his 
ſeaſon; for the believer who is cut down in 
his younger years, is as ripe for glory as the 
old man in Chriſt, God can * a great * 
0 
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of work in a little time; he can make them 
ripe for glory ſoon after they are new born. 
So that the time of death, whenever it comes, 
is a time when the ripe or full age of the foul 
is manifeſted and diſplayed as fully ready for 
glory. Let the young Chriſtian know and 
be aſſured, that under the moit cutting af- 
flictions thou ſhalt be continued in and thro' 
all: there will not be one grain of affliction 
ſpared, not one twig of the rod took away, 
not one ſtroke abated, till thou art fully ripen'd 
for eternal happineſs. I am now led to the 

Feurth general Head, And that is, to ſhew 
you, that when the ſaints have but the leaſt 
view of their right and title to glory (and 
ſome foretaſtes of it) they long for, and meet 
death as a kind friend, with the greateſt com- 
poſure and delight. 

And are there not precious ſeaſons, when 
the ſaint can read his intereſt and title clear in 
the Lamb's Book of Life? Are there not ſome 
ſpecial ſeaſons when the ſoul can ſay as the 
apoſtle did, He loved me, and gave himſelf 
for me?” If this ſhould not be the caſe, yet 
is not the language of every faint in this aſ- 
ſembly, that he deſires to love God more, 
and to ſee his intereſt more clear, to ſee his 
cvidence more reſplendent? where is the ſaint, 
even the babe in grace, who dares not ſay 
but that he longs to love Chriſt more, 


wants to be made more meet for glory ? No 


vonder when this is the caſe, and the foul is 
all 
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all alive to God, that it longs for death, meets 
it with the greateſt compoſure, delight, and 
ferenity of foul : but the three following con- 
fiderations may ſerve to illuſtrate this truth, 
becauſe, 

Firfi, Death will free their ſouls from fin 
and forrow, as I obſerved to you before : this 
is the deſire of every true believer, that he 
may get rid of ſin; and as he knows he can- 


not get rid of it while in the preſent ſtate of 


imperfection, he longs for death, inaſmuch 
as that ſeaſon will free him for ever 
from it; and as ſorrow is the conſequence of 
fin, it is no wonder that the believer longs 
for death, in order to put a ſtop to fin, that 
its effects may ceaſe : all ſorrows are the con- 
ſequence of ſin, they all proceed from it: 
there is not a groan, a ſorrow of the believer 
but is the conſequence of ſin, and his greateſt 
ſorrow is remaining fin ; therefore 'tis no 
wonder he wants to get from it. 


. Secondly, Death not only will free the ſoul 


from ſin and forrow, but lodge it in the 
realms of light and life for ever : the believer 
may long, well long for death, eſpecially when 
he has realizing views of glory and his in- 


tereſt in it, becauſe death will land his ſoul 


ſafe in the regions of light, joy, and love for 
ever: there is joy there, I mean at the right- 
hand of God, in the preſence of Chriſt, that 


flows for ever and ever: Joy that never cloys, 


joy that is without ceaſing, and without in- 
0 : | termiſſion, 
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termiſſion, joy that can never be exhauſted, 
but will be for ever new, and yet ſatisfying. 
Thirdly, They may long for death, becauſe 
they will then be with him whom they love 
and adore, and behold him without any in- 
termiſſion, and love and praiſe him for ever. 
Sure this is enough to raiſe your hearts and 
mine into ſuch rapturous language as that of 
the apoſtle, I would rather depart and be with 
Chriſt, depart to that place where I ſhall be 
freed from theſe clouds, theſe ſcenes of ſor- 
row and diſtreſs, theſe intercepting clouds, 
that hide my God from me; O, ſays the 
ſoul, if I could but take my flight to yonder 
world. I ſhould there behold him whom I 
now ſee through a glaſs darkly ; I ſhall ſee 
him with the vail taken from between us, 
and have my ſoul ſpiritualized to behold him 
in all his glory: here below the ſaints, the 


people of God, have but a faint view of the 


eternal world; and if they have now and 
then a glimpſe of glory here, it is but for a 
moment; but there, in the world of glory, 
they ſhall enjoy glory for ever and ever : here 
below our tongues fail in praiſing God: we 
are here ſoon tired in his 3 but then, 


when we get to glory, we ſhall 'praiſe and- 
bleſs the Lord for ever and ever without. 


wearinels. 


Oh ! happy day : the Lord fit us all for 


that period. —But I muſt now proceed to the 
fifth general head: 


5 Ftfiilj, 
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Fifthly, To exemplify the truth of theſe 


things from the caſe of our dear friend, whoſe 


death occaſioned the diſcuſſion of them ; and 


truly this is the moſt difficult part of the taſk 


allotted to me at this time ; not that I am 
aſhamed or afraid to declare, that I doubt not 
but that her ſoul is landed ſafe in the world 


of glory, of which I have ſpoken ; and that 
ſhe is now beholding the face of her Father 
and her God. But when I conſider that many 
who are now preſent, are come as mockers 


of the word, I am led to call it the moſt 
difficult part of my work, fearing they will 
put falſe conſtructions upon what may be de- 
livered ; but be that as it may, I leave it to 
God, who knows my heart, and I will de- 
clare, that the truths I have ſpecified, were 
fully exemplified in the experience of our de- 
ceaſed friend. How long ſhe had been under 
ſerious impreſſions about her foul, I do not 
take upon me to determine, nor indeed is 
it very material. This I can ſafely affirm, 
that in all my life, I never beheld ſuch an 
inſtance of patience under, and ſubmiſſion to 


| the will of God, which ſhe was enabled to 


manifeſt under a pining conſumption for ſix 
months; how ſhe was wrought upon to think 
on the ſituation of her ſoul, is not material to 
mention : I believe ſhe was wrought upon by 
the love and grace of God : my meaning 
is, that ſhe was drawn with the cords of 
love, and not driven to Chriſt with thoſe 

© 2 TO horrors 
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bete which ſome have felt. IT know not 
how to give you a better deſcription of the 


Lord's working upon her foul, or the manner 


in which ſhe was brought to an acquaintance 
with him, than in ſcripture-language, which 


ſeemed to be fulfilled in her: * Behold, I 


e have refined thee, but not with filver ; I 


te have choſen thee in the furnace of afflic- 


« tion.” This was eminently fulfilled to her 
in a ſeaſon of affliction, and her extremity 


was God's opportunity; whether it was ſo. or 


not, thoſe that were more conſtant in their 
attendance upon her, than myſelf, can beſt 
tell; or it might be in that manner which the 
Lord promiſed he will work upon his people, 
Heſca ii. 14. Therefore, behold, I will al- 
* lurc her, and bring her into the wilderneſs, 


* and ſpeak comfortably to her.” I think 
this was her caſe and ſtate, for ſhe was brought 


with a witneſs into the wilderneſs, lying op- 
preſſed with a pining conſumption (as I have 
obſerved) for ſix months: the Lord brought her 
there, and ſpake comfortably to her by his ſpirit, 
and allured her with the allurements of his 
love; and here permit me to refer you to the 
xvith of Ezekzel, 6th and following verſes, 
as I conceive the Lord dealt with her foul in 
the ſame way and manner: © And when J 


**. paſſed by thee, and ſaw thee polluted, and 


in thy blood, I ſajd unto thee, when thou 
„ waſt in thy blood, live.“ She was a de- 
ſcendant of à guilty and apoſtate head, was 

| 8 polluted 
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polluted in her blood; and whenever the Lord 
worked upon her by his ſpirit, it was the time 
of love; then he ſaid to her, by his powerful 
ſpirit, Daughter, live. But I would now view 
the cloſing ſcenes of her life ; and I hope, if 
the giving vent to natural affection, or a quiver- 
ing lip, ſhould produce brokenneſs of ſpeech, I 
humbly hope the candid hearer will pardon it; 
for the diſtreſs in which I beheld her for three 
months, if I have not a heart of ſtone, muſt, 
at the recollection of it, extort a tear now ſhe 
1s gone. 

According. to the accounts I have received, 
J am informed, that the time the diſorder farſt 
ſeized her was about fix months ſince. A 
pining conſumption brought her down by de- 
grees to the chambers of the grave ; and not- 
withſtanding death ſeemed to make ſlow ad- 
vances upon her, yet ſhe never ſeemed in the 
leaſt diſcompoſed at its awful approach, but 
rather triumphed in the view of it. I believe 
I don't utter more than truth when I ſay, that 


a murmuring word was not once heard to 


proceed from her lips; and let me ſay, it is a 
great thing for a perſon on a bed of languiſh- 


ing, in the bloom and prime of life, going to 


be taken from the enjoyment of all her friends, 
not to murmur or repine; a great thing in- 
deed! and which nothing but the grace of 
God could teach her to do. It is very little 
more than three months ſince I was firſt call'd 


to viſit her, I well knew ſhe a 
ere 
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here for ſome time under the word (and ſome 
of you know ſhe was engaged in catechiſing 
in this place upon the Lord's-day evenings); 
but I had never any conceptions, from what I 


heard, that any ſerious impreſſions were made 


upon her heart: how long the Lord was ma- 
king them, is only known to himſelf. The 
word might lie a long time in her heart, and 
this time of affliction, poſſibly, was the ſeaſon 
tor it to ſpring forth. However, I ſhall never 
forget, I hope, the firſt time in which I was 
call'd to viſit her in providence, Somealarm 
to me it was to behold a perſon, juſt turned of 
ſixteen years of age, almoſt worn out with a 
pining conſumption : but that which I hope 
never to forget, was the expreſſions that pro- 
ceeded from her lips, reſpecting the expected 
moment of her death, and that ſeeming reſent- 
ment that appeared to flow from her heart 
and lips againſt; perſons that wiſhed her life to 
continue. I aſked her whether ſhe was not 
alarmed at the approach of death ? ſhe replied, 
in language that indicated ſatisfaction and 
pleaſure, that ſhe was not only led to ſee its 
ſting taken away, but was alſo delivered from 
the fear of it. There are many can ſay the 
former, but not the latter; ſuch are all their 
life-time, through fear of death, kept in 
bondage. . But her frequent intimations to 
friends, and many that attended her during her 
lopg illneſs, plainly intimated that ſhe came 


pf to the character deſcribed i in the text, and 
Was 
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was almoſt like a ſhock of corn fully ripe. 
About two months before her death, I was 
haſtily call'd to viſit her; the diſorder making 
ſuch haſty advances on her, that ſhe and all 
her friends apprehended death was near.q It 
was at that time ſhe fixt upon the words of 
the text, and defired I would preach her 
funeral ſermon from them : and-I make no 
doubt, but that our dear young friend knew 
experimentally the meaning of the words in 
her heart; and now they are fully explained 
to her in Heaven, In the courſe of providence 
I was call'd from my dear dying friend for 
about a fortnight's ſtay in the country. When 
Ileft her, I did not think I ſhould ſee her again 
in this world ; and I was not deceived, for it 
pleaſed the Lord to cauſe her ſoul ſweetly to 
ſleep in Jeſus, on the very morning of that 
day upon which I returned to town. And 
now ſhe is gone to the enjoyment of a fulneſs 
of pleaſure, at the right hand of God, where 
are pleaſures for evermore, I have been in- 
formed, by thoſe who attended her in her laſt 
moments, that many remarkable expreſſions 
dropt from her lips a few days before and on 


the day of her diſſolution, which I will now 
mention. I have hinted to you, that the al- 
ways expreſſed a reſentment when perſons 
talked at times of hopes of recovery, which is 
a a method too commonly praiſed by many, 
under a notion of friendſhip! to their - fick 
friends, when in fact it is an act of the greateſt 
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unkindneſs; as it tends to lead to anxiety and 
vain expectations of life when death is ve 
near, and a careleſſneſs about the ſoul enſues, 
But to proceed: Our young friend was not, 
by all that could be ſaid, fed up with falſe 
hopes of life ; ſhe well knew how faſt nature 
| decayed, and her reply to all that attempted 
it, was, No, I diſdain the thought; I know 
« J cannot live, nor do I want to live.” In 
the laſt converſation I had with her, ſhe ex- 
preſſed herſelf to this purpoſe : © I am (faid 
«* ſhe) meetening for glory, and have ſuch 
te views of it that I with to be gone.” Thus 
ſhe came in a full age to the grave, as a ſhock 
of corn cometh in, in its ſeaſon, She explained 
the paſſage, and told me ſhe knew ſhe ſhould 
ſtay till ſhe was ripe for glory ; and when that 
moment was accompliſhed, God would take 
her to himſelf. But that which proceeded 
from her lips a little before her diſſolution (I 
believe a few days), was, I think, as fully ex- 
preſſive of the ſenſe of the text as poſſible. 
In order to introduce it, I muſt inform you, 
that her dear infant ſiſter was this day fort- 
night laid in the grave : though ſeized with a 
threatening diſorder but a few weeks ſince, 
yet it was the pleaſure of God to take her firſt, 
She died, as I am informed, in the arms of our 
dear friend, who faid ſhe ſhould ſoon meet 
her in glory. But what I have principally in 
view, is what paſſed on the day of the child's 
funeral, when her dear mother, having oc- 
caſion 
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caſion to prepare mourning apparel, in order 
to attend the funeral, our young friend ſeeing 
the preparations, ſpoke thus to her mother: 
* Ah, mother! I ſhall no longer want any 
e thing black, but ſhall be ere long cloathed 
* ina white robe, without ſpot or wrinkle *.“ 


* Theſe, with many more equally remarkable expreſ- 
ſions, were what proceeded from the lips of this youn 
Chriſtian; but as I did not commit them to writing, f 
muſt here acknowledge, that the treachery of my me- 
mory, and the multip:icity of thoughts in my mind at 
the time 1 delivered this ſermon, cauſed me to omit many 
things which I intended to have delivered. However, 
as I am conſcious that, on the one hand, I have not wil- 
fully omitted any circumſtance very material, nor, on 
the other, exaggerated in the relation I have given in an 
one inſtance, or gone beyond the boundaries of truth, I 
may hope that thoſe, who heard this ſermon delivered 
from the pulpit, and thoſe who may read it, will candidly 
2 the author for any and every ſeeming omiſſion. 

ut I think it not improper to obſerve to my readers, that 
It was the pleaſure of the Lord to keep our young friend 
in a peaceable ſtate of mind during her whole illneſs; 
and the enemy of her ſoul was not permitted to tempt or 
diſtreſs her in the manner he doth ſome of God's children: 
yet ſhe was not wholly exempt from his aſſaults; for at 

e had been in great diſtreſs, be- 
cauſe ſhe feared her former experience was but a deluſion, 
and ſhe could not diſcern fo great a willingneſs in Chriſt 
to ſave her, ſo great a ſinner, as ſhe had before done. 
On this account her ſoul was heavy and forrowful ; but 
though Satan took an advantage of! her in this ſeaſon, to 
tempt and diſtreſs her, ſhe was enabled to take freſh com- 
fort from this thought, that none ever came to Chriſt 
and were caſt out; To him therefore (ſaid ſhe) I hope 
% have been enabled to go; and if I periſh, I periſh.” 
Thus was her enemy, in his firſt and laſt aſſault, diſap- 
pointed; and he ſhall vex her ſoul no more for ever. 
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And her expreſſions were ſo ſweet and remark- 
able, that I think thoſe who were witneſſes to 
them can never forget them. Upon the 
whole, I think I never ſhall forget (if I know 

my own heart) this great work, which the 
Lord wrought upon this young perſon. © Under 
the diſorders of body with which ſhe laboured, 
one would have thought ſhe had enough to do 
to ſtruggle with dying nature ; but her heart 
was all compoſure : ſhe ſcemed to have Hea- 
ven begun below, being ſwallowed up in the 
will of her God. Thus, I think, without any 
further enlargement, the truth of the text and 
doctrine drawn from it is ſufficiently exempli- 
fied ; that what the ſaints or people of God meet 
with in this life, is to ripen or make them fit 
for a future world of happineſs beyond the 
grave; and their continuance here is no longer 
than till that fitneſs is fully accompliſhed, 
But I muſt haſten, 

Laſtly, To make ſome improvement of the 
ſubject, Tu ſolemn providence that occaſioned 
the diſcuſſion of it (as propoſed). 

And, f, By way of inquiry. Are we of 
the happy number of the perſons firſt ſpoken 
of? (Saints.) When I look round this aſ- 
ſembly, I fear there are many here that at- 
tended the grave of our departed friend, that 
are nothing but ſcoffers, bidding defiance to 
death and eternity. Let me tell you, young 
as you are, you are not too young for death; 
and if you are not found among the number 
I have deſcribed, you are undone for ever. 
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. Secondly, If any of us, upon ſerious inquiry, 
have juſt cauſe to conclude we are of this hap- 
py number, how happy, highly favoured, and 
beloved of the Lord indeed! And from what 
has been ſaid, you may infer there is the 
greateſt reaſon for you to abate your ſorrow 
and heighten your joy: if you are ſaints, God 
is meetening you for glory; if you are of the 
happy number deſcribed, you are only paſſing 
through this vale of tears to a world of glory. 
Young ſaints, you may have many years to paſs 
through this wilderneſs, you may not be 
ripened ſo ſoon as our young friend, yet you 
are ſafe ; at laſt you ſhall be landed ſafe in the 
heavenly kingdom, you ſhall be for ever with 
the Lord to behold his glory, and ſee the face 
of our young friend with comfort, never more 
to. part: and aged Chriſtians, who have borne 
the burden and heat of the day, let me refer 
you to the metaphor in the text: Did you 
never obſerve the corn in the field, that when 
it is almoſt ripe and fit for harveſt, the ears are 
very heavy, and are bowed down and bent by 
every blaſt? This is the caſe of the aged Chri- 
ſtian. Lou are ready to ſay, with every ſtorm 
of temptation you meet with, I ſhall never 
reach the heavenly inheritance: but in a little 
time you ſhall get to the haven of reſt; a few 
more diſtreſſes beating upon the ſoul, and all 
ſhall be over. You are the only happy per- 
ſons in life ; for there is a period that will put 
an end to all your ſorrows: you can, in the 

E 2 language 


36 ' "The Believer made ripe 


language of holy Job, ſay, I know that my. 
Redeemer liveth, therefore the ſorrows of 
death ſhail' not make me afraid, * | 

Thirdly, We may infer, from what has been 
ſaid, the unhappineſs and miſery of all ſuch who 
love the ways of ſin; for they ſhall have its 
wages. Let ſuch remember, tho' the ſaints are 
ripening for glory, you are ripening for deſtruc- 
tion; you are ripening for cternal flames, and 
will by and by be gathered into bundles and 
burnt. So our Lord repreſents it in the parable, 
Matt. xiii. 39, 40, 41. That the angels ſhall 
* come forth and gather the wheat into barns, 
© but the chaff ſhall be burnt with unquench- 
ce able fire.” Remember this, my hearers, and 
aſk your ſouls this very important queſtion, 
Shall I be like a ſhock of corn or thorns? Oh! 
conſider, conſider, ye that forget God, leaſt he 
tear you in pieces, and there be none to deli- 
ver. Oh! conſider (ye that are now come 
hither out of curioſity, to hear what has been 
ſaid of our departed friend) this may be the 
laſt ſabbath you may have upon this earth : 
remember you muſt give an account of this 
ſermon ; and how will it be with your ſouls, 
when you muſt ſtand naked before God? 
But I will only draw a few inferences from the 
folemn providence that occaſioned this diſ- 
courſe, and then conclude. 

Firft, I would, with humility, addreſs you, 
the ſurviving relations of our departed young 
friend: Vou ſee that there is great cauſe to re- 
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joice, even under this heavy affliction. Your 
dear daughter is gone into the boſom of Jeſus; 
and you ſhall one day, if you are followers of 
Jeſus, meet her, and be with her for ever, 
never more to part. I ſay, the way and man- 
ner, in which, through grace, ſhe was taught 
to die, ſhould teach you to dry up your tears. 
I don't mean you ſhould be Stoicks, unaffected 
under ſuch a providence ; but moderate your 
ſorrow, and weep not for her (principally) but 
for yourſelves; weep not for her, ſhe is gone 
to glory, to the enjoyment of her God. Con- 
ſider whether you are ready to follow her. 
And here I muſt addreſs the relations diſtinct- 
ly: Let me drop a word in the ears of her fa- 
ther ; and remember, Sir, the voice of your 
daughter's death now calls to you : Are the 
only two branches cut off, the youngeſt and 
the eldeſt ? Oh, Sir! think ere long the root 
muſt be rooted up; you muſt go to the filent 
grave in a little time: God may call upon you 


before the ſun ariſeth, to come to his bar. 


Oh! unhappy for you, if you are of that un- 
happy number who ſpurn againſt God, trifle 
with his providence, and deſpiſe his grace. 
And you, the very affectionate mother of my 
deceaſed young friend, in what terms ſhall I 


addreſs you? I am ſenſible the loſs you have 
ſuſtained is great, and am well perſuaded that 


parental grief and ſorrow for the loſs of pro- 
miſing children, muſt be proportionably great. 
I heartily ſympathize with you, and wiſh you 
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divine ſupport; yet reaſon as David did on'a 
like occation, and ſay, Wherefore' ſhould 1 
mourn ſince ſhe cannot return to me, but I 

muſt go to her. Dry up your tears; remem- 
ber it is the hand of God has done it. Pray 
for grace, to ſubmit to his will, and to prepare 
you to go to her. You, my honoured and 
ancient friend, that ſaw two ſiſters die in ſo 
ſhort a time, your age and infirmity, attended 
with theſe awful circumſtances, muſt neceſſari- 
ly bow you down to the grave. Bleſs God they 
were not cut off before they were ready to die: 
bleſs God that you ſaw your dear grand-child- 
dren go before you to the world of glory. 
And you, the other relations, a word to you 
and | have done: Remember this providence, 
which hath call'd you together at this time, 
and occaſioned you to be cloathed in mourn- 
ing ; remember this providence ſpeaks aloud, 
« Be ye alſo ready, for in ſuch an hour as ye 


* think not, the ſon of man ſhall come.“ 
But I muſt addreſs myſelf to my young friends, 
-who were the acquaintance of the deceaſed : 
.even the youngeſt of you, of eight or nine 
.years of age, may be at a full age, for what 


you know : unhappy for you if you are cut 


.down in the midſt of your days and of your 
ſins. O! that I could ſpeak ſomething to 
wound your hearts, ſoas to drive you to Chriſt, 


and lead you to ſee your loſt undone condi- 


tion, you that were her intimates in the fleſh, 


You are going to her, though ſhe can never 
come 
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come to you; you are going into the grave. 
For God's ſake! for Chriſt's ſake! for your 
ſouls ſake! confider how it ſtands between 
God and your fouls. May I not addreſs my- 
ſelf to the aged as well as the young ſinner ? 
You are either ripening for glory or deſtruction, 
fitting for Heaven or Hell. Are there not 
many grey-headed finners in this aſſembly ? 


O, ſinner, let me ſpeak to you now, as I may 


never have another opportunity of ſpeaking to 
you again, I muſt declare to you, that if you 
are brought to the grave in a full age, full of 
days, full of years, and full of fins, you will be 
bound faſt in the priſon of Hell for ever. 
Conſider this, ye mockers of God and his people, 
and dare not to ruſh upon the thick boſſes of 
his buckler. It is very dangerous trifling with 
God; for when he arifeth out of his place to 
puniſh the inhabitants of the earth, he will 
tear the finner as a lion teareth his prey, and 
none ſhall deliver. Time and life are ſhort : 
death is haſtening, eternity is approaching, I 
muſt ſay one word, and leave it with you all. 


| Behold the father, the mother, the grand- 


mother, and the aunt, all clad in mourning ; 
and it ſhould lead you to aſk, what enemy 
hath done this? I will anſwer ſuch an inquiry, 
by informing you, that the enemy death hath 
ſmitten two corners of the houſe ; that mon- 
ſter, who may call at your door next, perhaps 
before you lay yourſelves down to fleep. 
Come he may, and with his cold arm take 

you 
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you at once. Oh! may the Lord the ſpirit 
ſo teach you to number your days, as thats) you 
may apply your hearts to wiſdom. And if you 
have bs wiſdom, you will not have reaſon to 
fear death, but will meet him as your friend; 
and will, with every true believer, triumph 
and exult in the language of the Apoſtle, 
2 Cor. v. 1. (with which I conclude) © For 
„ we knou that if this earthly houſe of our 
ce tabernacle were diſſolved, we have a build- 
te ing of God, a houſe not made with hands, 
« eternal in the Heavens.” 


